





February 5, 2015
Dear 5th Grade Families, 

As we study Colonial America, we are looking at events that lead up to the American Revolution. One of the best ways to understand something is to experience it. Well, we can’t go back to the 1700’s but we can help our students get in the shoes of the colonists by simulating some of these events. 

Beginning, Monday, February 9th, 5th grade students will each receive 100 shillings and will become English colonists. We (teachers), being loyal to the King, will be in charge of enforcing royal proclamations. We know you’ll understand why King George III needed to make these laws and collect taxes after all the British regulars and supplies he sent to protect us during the French and Indian War. 

There’s a good chance that some students will grow a bit frustrated with some of the restrictions and taxes they will have to pay. These taxes will not be large, but students might decide any tax is too large since before they became colonists they didn’t have to pay a tax for the use of pencils, recess equipment, sugar, use of certain hallways, etc. 

We thought you might want to join in too as we reenact some of these revolutionary events. Please read the attached Royal Proclamation. If you have any questions please let us know through modern or less modern forms of communication. 

Sincerely,

Royal Governess Hawkins 
Royal Governor Kirdahy

Royal Governess Stark

PARENTS JOIN US IN OUR WEEK LONG

AUTOCRATIC MONARCHY 

A PROCLAMATION TO 5TH GRADE PARENTS

WITHIN HIS MAJESTY’S DRISCOLL COLONY


By order of the Royal Governor and Governess’ and in the name of His Majesty the King, all fifth graders are hereby ordered for one week to do an additional chore at home.  This chore is to be selected by parents without any choice, questioning or discussion on the part of the students.


Under the terms of this decree, parents, grandparents and adults in charge may require extra chores to be done From Monday night through Thursday night. Your child is hereby required to cheerfully do these chores to your satisfaction 


During this time students are receiving paper money representing more than 100 shillings in royal bills.  If your child fails to do his or her appointed chore, you may fine him or her up to 5 shillings. If shillings are left at school, you may write a note that is attached to this sheet and send it in so you can be redeemed. 


You may further fine your child for any improper behavior including (but not limited to) whining, rolling of the eyes, not following directions immediately, and any other form of complaints about food, clothing, siblings or home responsibilities.  All 5th graders should be well mannered and helpful during their week as subjects of his Royal Majesty.


We do not expect this experience to be easy – being taxed is never pleasant, and being taxed without any choice in the matter and with little warning or benefit can be particularly exasperating. Thus if rebellion starts to brew, we know our colonists will be articulate and polite in their persuasive requests for change. 

Royal Governess Hawkins, Royal Governess Stark, 
& Royal Governor Kirdahy
Families, please use this sheet to insure you receive what you are duly owed.   Fill it in, rip off the last section, and send it to school to be passed in to a Royal Governess or Governor. We will have the funds transported back to you the following day. 
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