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I have written one long description with questions. You should write at least 1 thought provoking 
discussion question for each of the other topics. 
  
BOSTON MASSACRE/JOHN ADAMS MOVIE:  

  

We finished watching the “Boston Massacre” trial from the made for TV movie - John 

Adams.  Even though John Adams was a Patriot and had already won a big case defending 

John Hancock - who was accused of smuggling wine into Boson- Adams agreed to defend 

the British soldiers.  John Adams  believed that everyone deserves a fair trial. We reviewed 

degrees of murder - 1st degree (planned ahead of time), 2nd degree (on purpose but not planned 

ahead- done in anger) and 3rd degree (manslaughter- unintentional) John Adams said that the 

soldiers were acting in self-defense. The prosecution (those accusing the soldiers of murder) said they 

had malice aforethought. In other words, they said that the soldiers planned on killing the colonists 

because they were tired of being tormented.  

 

The movie was tense and interesting. Some of it is not factual. For example, in the movie, the soldiers 

and their leader, Thomas Preston, are all tried together and all are found not-guilty.  In reality, 

Thomas Preston was tried first and the soldiers were tried later. Six of the eight soldiers were found 

not-guilty, but two of them were found guilty of manslaughter. 

  

We also  compared the John Adams trial to the “Boston Marathon” trial that is  currently taking place. 

For example, both events happened in the streets of Boston in front of a huge public crowd. This 

made the citizens of Boston come together to support the victims. Also, 

the defense attorneys for both trials tried to make sure the jury was not 

from the area because they thought the jury would be biased. On the 

other hand, there were many big differences. John Adams said the 

soldiers were defending themselves from the unruly mob.. The defense 

for the man on  trial now admits it was planned ahead, but they are trying 

to stop him from getting the death penalty. More people were hurt in the 

Boston Marathon than the Boston Massacre. Even though the 1770 event 

was called a “massacre” a total of 5 people died. This is terrible, but not a massacre. Paul Revere 

made it seem like a massacre from an etching he made. Patriots  wanted people loyal to the King to 

join their cause and fight to become an independent country. You also saw what people wore and 

how they lived. Many of the men were wearing wigs-especially in court!  We saw a black slave share 

what he saw that date on March 5, 1770.  We saw how brave he had to be to tell the truth. 

 

If you were John Adams would you have defended the soldiers? What did John Adams have to lose by 

doing this? Ask your parents if they have ever been on a jury before?  What other facts or questions 

did the movie make you wonder?  
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NEW BOOK GROUPS: 
  
  
  
MATH: DECIMAL QUIZ & LONG DIVISION WITH REPEATED 
SUBTRACTION:  
  
  
  
  
SCIENCE: DIAGRAMS, CYCLES, and SIGNS OF SPRING 
  
  
  
  
YOUR COLONIAL TRADE AND RIVERTON FAMILY: 
  
  
  
  
MORNING MEETING TOPICS: You discussed your “Spirit” animal, Ben’s class story idea, 
what 5S families do around Passover and Easter, and other meeting topics: 
  
  
  
  
OTHER: Specials, Recess, Mission Blue, Web-Nes-Day, Poetry, TFK (sleep, currency for blind, 
etc.) Something else?  Write what you picked to talk about. 
  
 
  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Due: Monday: We made a time to do this on: _____ Parent Signature & Comments 
  
  
  
Student rating (1-5) Please say why and which topics lead to the most in-depth discussions. 


